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During the thirteenth century Kakatiyas of
Waranagal extended their authority towards Kurnod and
Cuddapah region. From the very beginning of Vijayanagara
Kingdom Rayalaseema had become the most important
region as Bukkaraya, one of the founders of the Kingdom,
made Jagatapi Gooty and Penukonda as his military
headquarters at the time of the conquest of Hoysala
Kingdom and Rayalaseema served as a spring board for
the expansion of Vijayanagara Kingdom and the founders
of the second, the third and the last dynasties of
Vijayanagara Kingdom belonged to this region. There are
many references to the origin of the name 'Rayalaseema.1
The word Raya(Ia)seema appeared for the first time in the
inscriptions of Sadasivadeva Maharaya3. The ceded districts
- Anantapur, Bellary, Cuddapah and Kumool as they were
called from the time of their transfer by Nizam Nizamali to
the English East India Company in 1800 A.D., obtained the
name Rayalaseema in the regional conference held at
Nandyalin 19284.

A poet Venkatakavi of the sixteenth century
mentioned Rayalaseema, rn his poem5 composed in praise

3.  Cdp. Ins - P.6; LA.P. Cdp. II. No.287. Sugumanchipatnam.
4. Sri Sadhana* A Telugu Journal - 1st Dec. 1928 Issue. Page-2.
5. Govt. Oriental Manuscript Library - Madras-Catalogue ofTelugu manuscripts - Vol.
2; No. 380, PP 324-25. "Gayakulasvaraya balakhanulu mdtla Anantaraju Sow
Ksheya dhara drevvirani Ceppedud rintiyakaka velpum
Rayalaseema lona ceturanga balatnbulatoda vairamul
payaka Yunnavaru saripalemu vaicina yetlasramun".